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Integrity: being honorable; having principles of 
moral and ethical strength; being good when 
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Teacher Appreciation throughout Wildcat Nation 
The week of May 2nd through May 6th was 

òTeacher Appreciation Weekó worldwide!  

In our district, individual school buildings did 

their own activities to show their apprecia-

tion, but the administration and school 

board members did something of their own!  

Each day, at least one member from the 

administration and one member of the 

school board fired up the bar-b-que grills, 

threw on some burgers and hot dogs, and 

enjoyed the fruits of their labor with the 

teachers and staff members.   

Whether it was a team-up of Dr. Page and 

Lynn Otey, Mrs. Stipp and Chris Parks, Dr. 

Cummins and Tim Lewis, or any other com-

bination, all individuals involved had fun and 

joined in on the consumption part of the 

process!  Itõs a small token of their true 

appreciation for all that the dedicated teach-

ers and staff members of our great school 

district do for our students.   

The staff of the Southwest Alternative Edu-

cation Center had a week full of fun activi-

ties!  Monday is when they enjoyed the ad-

ministration-board bbq.  Tuesday they were 

served breakfast, followed by salads on 

Wednesday, tacos on Thursday, and the 

Senior bbq on Friday!   

South Elementary PTO members gave the 

teachers and staff members small gifts every 

day, some of which I hear were pretty crea-

tive, and then lunch on Friday.   

Central Elementary school teachers enjoyed 

spa treatments, dinner from Oriental 

House, cake, and Bath & Body Works gift 

cards provided by their PTO.   

Goodman Elementary staff enjoyed a òSatin 

Handsó treatment from a Mary Kay consult-

ant, PTO lunch on Friday, and lunch from 

Principal Jeff Freeland later on in the month! 

Carver Elementary PTO members provided 

a brunch and a lunch during the apprecia-

tion week, and Principal Satotha Burr pro-

vided lunch one of the days too! 

It sounds like teachers and staff members 

district-wide were showered with apprecia-

tion and food!  We thank you for all your 

hard work, not only during Teacher Appre-

ciation Week, but throughout the entire 

year.   

A very enlightening story was sent to me, 

via e-mail, regarding a Neosho Middle 

School student that served as an excellent 

example of the character word for May: 

Integrity.  One morning in the Middle 

School gym, as 

students waited 

for classes to 

begin, Ms. Frizzell 

was approached 

by a young man 

named Nick Ara-

gon.  He handed 

her a twenty dol-

lar bill that he had 

found in the 

bleachers.  In-

stead of tucking 

that cash in his pocket and never mention-

ing it to anyone, he did the right thing and 

turned the money in!  Later, the student 

that had originally lost the money, was reu-

nited with the cash!  She was very thankful 

that a person with such integrity found her 

lost money and returned it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, a big thank you to Mr. Aragon for ex-

emplifying one of the very important char-

acter words, and serving as an example to 

all other students.  The character word for 

the month of July is, fittingly, Patriotism!  

This is showing love and loyalty for our 

community, our state, and the United States 

of America!  Have a wonderful Fourth of 

July and summer break! 

Bright Futures Neosho 
This summer, we will be gearing up for the 

Bright Futures initiative to kick-off in Ne-

osho, at the beginning of next school year.  

We are very excited about this program, as it 

will not only assist some of the great pro-

grams already in place in the district, but it 

will help identify and fulfill other needs.  

Please go and òLikeó the new Bright Futures 

Neosho Facebook page.  It was launched on 

Monday following the devastating tornado 

that affected our neighbors in Joplin. 

For more information on this project, which 

began in the Joplin School District, please 

visit www.brightfuturesjoplin.org.   

http://www.brightfuturesjoplin.org


Senior Hill 
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For seniors in the Neosho School District, 

not only is graduation time a much anticipat-

ed date, but having their turn at leaving their 

mark on òSenior Hilló is also a time to which 

they look forward!  Weather permitted for 

this festivity to commence on the morning of  

Tuesday, May 17th!  Previously approved 

paintings were applied to the hill with care, 

but it is not always the plan to òstay within 

the linesó so to speak.  Friends usually be-

come the canvas after a short amount of 

time, but itõs all done out of fun!  The hill was 

blocked off for a few days following, for the 

artists and community members to enjoy!  

Congratulations to all graduating seniors, and 

we are excited to see you all accomplish 

great things!  

Extracurricular Activity Review 
Our 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th  

letter of intent signing took place in April!  

Mr. Will McDan-

iel decided to 

continue his foot-

ball career at the 

college level and 

s i g n e d  w i t h 

Graceland Uni-

versity.  Not only 

was he the 13th 

senior this year 

to sign a letter of 

intent, but his 

number in football is 13!  What a neat coin-

cidence!  Number 14 was Payne Hatter.  

He signed his intent to wrestle for Labette 

Community College.  Dallas Smith, number 

15, also signed to continue wrestling at the 

college level, but he signed with Ouachita 

Baptist.  Ozark Christian College in Joplin is 

proud to have Marcus Middleton sign his 

intent to play basketball with their college.  

He makes number 16.  And then, number 

17 was Kagean Wilkey, who signed to play 

basketball for Southwest Christian Universi-

ty.  Erin Ferguson was number 18 as she 

signed her letter with Independence Com-

munity College to play soccer. 

The Girls Track Team extended their rec-

ord to 6 straight conference titles, after 

winning the COC Conference meet in 

April.  Says Coach Lineberry about the 

team at the meet, òJessica Jackson was one 

of many girls who led the way winning the 

1600, the 400 and 800, and setting a meet 

record in all three of those events. Her 

Meet Record in the 400 is also a new 

school record of 58.00 seconds, beating her 

old record of 58.20 set last year. Emily 

Paullus also had a big night in the hurdles 

and jumps, winning the 300 hurdles, and 

leading the way to a 1-2-3 finish with Jade 

Thomas and Sydnie Lowe.  

Courtney Wood made a huge contribution 

winning the 3200 run and anchoring the 

3200 relay to victory. She placed second in 

the 1600 and 800 meter run. All of our girls 

made great contributions to winning the 

meet in order to score 164pts. These are 

the following girls who also made contribu-

tions in scoring the 164pts and winning the 

title for the 6th straight year: Sydnie Ander-

son, Lauren Baer, Chelsa Douglas, Danielle 

Duncan, Jessica Eastin, Whitney Gilford, 

Melissa Heath, Scottie Holweger, Kylee 

Hulsey, Hannah Krueger, Tori Michael, 

Morgan Rathmann, Katie Stephenson, Sa-

vannah Ward and Kori Windsor.ó 

Our Girlõs Track Team then went on to win 

their fourth straight district title in Branson!  

Keep your eyes open for the release of the 

next community newsletter.  The entire 

issue will be a tribute to all the accomplish-

ments, of all students, in the Neosho School 

District, because our Wildcats rock! 

Goodman 4th Grade Live Wax Museum 
Goodman Elementary School 4th graders from Mrs. Jonesõ class paid tribute to famous 

Missourians, in a very impressive and informative way!  The saying, òyou learn something 

new every day,ó was definitely at play!  Students dressed up like famous individuals from 

our great state of Missouri and lined the gymnasium floor.  They had to stand still until the 

passers-by gently tapped them on the shoulder, at which point they would introduce 

themselves as the individual they portrayed.  Some quick facts about when and where the 

individual was born, family information, and when and how the individual died (unless they 

are still living) was really interesting to hear, and sad for some of the individuals (like 

Ginger Rogers).  The students definitely did their research on their Missourian, as they 

started to tell interesting facts about the person, what they were famous for, and the 

character trait(s) that the individual portrayed.  One individual that attended the event 

said, as he left, òI am glad my child goes to Goodman Elementary School.  I learned 

something from these kids, which means they are being taught well!ó  What a great way 

for our students to learn and the community to be involved.  Some of the individuals 

portrayed: Daniel Boone, Kit Bond, Omar Bradley, Tom Bass, Yogi Berra, and more! 



NHS Memorial Fence Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 

AFJROTC Reaches Adopt-A-Highway Milestone 
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Just in time for graduation, the highly antici-

pated Alumni Memorial Fence project 

(Phase 1) has been completed!  As prom-

ised, the fence has provided that safety bar-

rier between the busy Boulevard and the 

students on campus, and has also added that 

touch of beauty!  The fence is 870 feet long 

and includes 938 alumni names engraved on 

some of the bricks. 

The Neosho Area Chamber of Commerce 

held a wonderful ribbon-cutting ceremony 

to symbolize the finale of a great addition to 

the NHS campus.  On the morning of May 

27th, NHS alumni, the Chamber, several 

chamber members, individuals from Con-

struction Services Group, and several school 

district staff members and administrators 

attended the event.  The weather was beau-

tiful as we all gathered under the marquee at 

the high school.  Chris Marion of Construc-

tion Services Group was honored to not 

only be a major part of building the fence, 

but to also have a brick in one of the col-

umns with his name and year of graduation. 

Lynn Otey, School Board President and 

NHS Alumni Association Co-Chair gave a 

few words, followed by Phase II information 

from Dr. Page.  Angela Thomas, Neosho 

Area Chamber of Commerce President, 

officially culminated the event with the big 

scissors and ribbon to cut!   

 

The project was such a great success that 

we have chosen to begin Phase II!  Itõs not 

too late to be part of history in the making.   

Your opportunity to join this event is now 

open, so donõt hesitate as the deadline for 

participation is December 31, 2011. The 

Memorial Fence will replace the chain link 

fence around the north, west, and south 

ends of the football field.  School employees, 

community members, alumni and graduates 

are all invited to purchase their memorial 

brick. The cost of each engraved brick is 

$40.00, and honors the past, provides for 

the present, and is a memorial for future 

generations of Neosho patrons. So, act 

quickly as time is running out. 

The Neosho School District and the NHS 

Alumni Association want to extend this invi-

tation to you to participate in an opportuni-

ty to purchase a brick and show your sup-

port for your school.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Tonya Patterson at 

417.451.8600, x1102 or at:  

pattersontonya@neosho.k12.mo.us.   

From Cadet Colonel Daniel Needham, 

Commander 

 

I could not be prouder of my experiences 

in AFJROTC.  Today is one of many exam-

ples of service that I can point to that 

makes me proud of myself and all of the 

cadet corps.  Major Langley and Chief Gil-

bert have always encouraged us to give 

our time and service generously.  We have 

never claimed or pretended to be the cool 

crowd, just real people who care.  We 

know our community appreciates our ef-

fort and will remember.   

Since adopting our highway, U.S. Business 

70 from Reid Road to Abundant Life, over 

4 years ago, over 100 cadets have contrib-

uted 500+ community service hours.  Ma-

jor Langley informed us that today we had 

filled our 1000th bag of trash. 

As this senior class of cadets move on, we 

are confident that our junior cadets will 

continue the quality and meaningful ser-

vice.  Our cadet corps improves each and 

every year.  Iõll miss the corps but am 

ready and motivated for new challenges 

thanks to Chief and Major Langley.   

 

The Neosho High School AFJROTC was 

awarded the Distinguished Unit Award 

(National) for best practices, performance 

and community service for 2010-2011.  

They were recognized at the May Regular 

Meeting of the School Board of Education, 

and presented the Distinguished Unit 

Award by Dr. Page, Superintendent of the 

Neosho School District.   

The NHS AFJROTC, teamed with Rev. Bill 

Doubek, Newton Co. Historical Society, 

and State Rep. Bill Reiboldt conducted the 

Memorial Day Ceremony at IOOF, on May 

30th, to remember fallen ancestors.   

Soj_lchn_h^_hnÅm Aq[l^m 
The 2011 Superintendent Reader Award win-

ners: 

Carver: Raeann Moss, Olivia Schibi, James 

Weaver, Abby Copeland, Hunter Thomas, 

Jacob Thomas, Blake Garwood, Braxton 

Crane, Chandler Pittman, Abigail Cooley, 

Kassady Doty, Mary Dunbar, Riley Funk, Kyn-

dall Davidson, Jace Parmley, Louenna Wel-

bert, Evan Guillory, and Ashley Ray. 

Central: Alyssa Long, Leslie McFarland, and 

Wain Walker. 

Goodman: Patrick Hilgenberg, Emily Spicer, 

and Abbie Daugherty. 

South: Lindsey Davis, Shelby Eramo, Sarah 

Werner, Andrew Hancock, Blake McFarland, 

Maverick Mason, Nate Gullett, Madison 

Webb, Oscar Aguilera, Alfredo Hernandez, 

Levi Castillo, Joshua Leonard, Alenson Dami-

an, Martha Perez, Evian Keels, Robert Flow-

ers, Trenton Middleton, Marcus Shaeffer, 

Morgan Brattin, Breanna Fitch, Hannah Lewis, 

Chase Flynn, Kennedy Rhoades, Kimberley 

Goff, Nicole Dickerson, Keaton Keeler, Ley-

ton Versluis, Shawn Nelson, Kelsi Glover, 

Chelsie Cargile, Luis Lawson, Chase Andrews 

Benton: Amber Shepeard, Mason Casey, 

Sam Cook, Brecia Daniel, Hanna Lett, Allie 

Jackson, and Antonio Marroquin 

mailto:pattersontonya@neosho.k12.mo.us?subject=Memorial%20Fence%20Project%20Phase%20II


School Board Snippet 
The Carver Elementary School Library served as the meeting place 

for the May Regular Meeting of the School Board of Education.  

The student of the month was Calvin Fry, a fourth grader from 

Carver.  His favorite subject in school is math, and in his free time 

he likes to read.  He plays baseball and football and aspires to be a 

meteorologist when he gets older!  Calvin sat at the board table 

and was symbolic of all students.   

The Certified Employee of the month was Jody 

Wagner, for being a positive role model for stu-

dents, serving on a variety of district-wide commit-

tees, and having excellent rapport with students, 

parents, and co-workers.   

 

The Classified Employee of the 

month was Curt Cook.  He is al-

ways prompt, pleasant, and very helpful.  He 

makes sure that all the computers under his su-

pervision are taken care of, and taken care of 

quickly.   

Northside Baptist Church was named Patron of the month by the 

Board.  They have provided supplies for students and teachers, 

food baskets, food and money for the Food for Thought Program, 

and childrenõs clothing for Benton Elementary.  They are always 

asking òWhat can we do?ó for Benton.   

Thank you staff members, and local patrons, for serving as great 

examples of good character! 

ÂThe mission of the Neosho R-5 School District, is to facilitate learning, to nurture individual potential, and 
ni [mmcmn mno^_hnm ni \_fc_p_ ch nb_gm_fp_m nblioab mo]]_mm`of f_[lhcha _rj_lc_h]_m.Ã 

  
Facebook: Neosho R-5 School District 

Twitter: NeoshoR5SD 

www.neoshopublicschools.net 

Neosho R-5 School District  

Central Administration Office 

511 Neosho Boulevard 

Neosho, Missouri 64850 

Phone: 417.451.8600 

Fax: 417.451.8604 

 

For questions, comments, or story ideas, 

please contact Melissa Thomas, Public 

Relations/Communications Officer for the 

Neosho R-5 School District. 

E-mail: thomasmelissa@neosho.k12.mo.us  

May Staff of the Month 
 

Staff of the Month was 
Carver Elementary School!  
Department of the Month 
was our wonderful Special 
Services Department!  Happy 
Birthday to all and thank 
you for all you do!  Dr. Page 
truly enjoyed seeing each 
and every one of you, 
handing out the birthday 
][l^m, mchacha ÂH[jjs 
Bclnb^[sÃ [h^ mn[h^cha qcnb 
you for a great picture! 


