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Perseverance: continuing to do the right thing even 
though others may not; to press toward a goal even 
in difficult times. 

Bright Futures Coming to the Neosho School District! 
As many of you have probably heard, the 

Bright Futures initiative that originated in 

the Joplin School District, is coming to the 

Neosho School District!  Many of the pro-

grams that fall into the Bright Futures 

òumbrellaó are programs we already have in 

place; such as Food For Thought, Watch 

D.O.G.S., Lunch-In, etc.  This will allow us 

to connect with our community members, 

business leaders, and faith-based organiza-

tions to not only assist these programs al-

ready in place, but to also open doors for 

other ways to help our students succeed.   

An advisory board of these community 

members, business leaders, and faith-based 

individuals has been established.  These are 

the individuals that will head up the Bright 

Futures campaign, connect with the rest of 

the community, and make it happen!  Every 

school building will have an infrastructure of 

support, comprised of individuals from the-

se committees.   

The April Coffee with the Sup event was 

devoted to discussing the Bright Futures-

Neosho campaign.  Dr. Page sat down with 

a few leaders from the area, and local media 

outlets, to discuss the plan and answer any 

questions.  òThis is not only a program that 

allows the community to give to the stu-

dents in the schools, but it also will allow 

students to give back to their community,ó 

says Dr. Page.  After researching the excit-

ing program that began in the Joplin school 

district about a year ago, he felt moved to 

do something to assist the students in his 

school district.  So many students are lack-

ing those basic needs, like warmth, food, 

shelter, clothing, and if we can help out with 

those needs, then the teachers are allowed 

to do what they do best...teach.   

More information will be released regarding 

Bright Futures-Neosho.  A Facebook page 

dedicated entirely to this program will be 

established, as well as a website, and we will 

keep you posted on the progress.  Begin 

spreading the word now and if you know of 

any individuals that you feel would enjoy 

being involved in this, please let me know! 

 

Bright Futures is a model of support and 

communication that allows communities and 

schools to identify student needs and match 

those needs with existing resources in the 

community.  It is unique in that it does meet 

those basic needs, but also allows for the 

development of quality, productive citizens.  

Itõs a great CAUSE, with great EFFECTS.      

A time to study, and a time to test.  A time 

to learn, and a time to rest.  Even during a 

school year, there are seasons for every-

thing.  MAP and TerraNova testing took 

place during April in the school buildings of 

the Neosho School District.  And no matter 

the time of the year, it always take perse-

verance to press on through studying, and 

actually taking the assessments.   

It is important for every student to have the 

best scores possible on the MAP and Ter-

raNova tests in order to demonstrate mas-

tery of the skills they have been taught.  

Excellent student scores on the achieve-

ment tests are also very important to the 

Neosho R-5 School District.  Student 

achievement on the MAP is the basis for 

determining whether the district meets the 

Adequate Yearly Progress standard as de-

termined by the federal No Child Left Be-

hind Act of 2001.  District accreditation is 

also determined in part by student perfor-

mance on the MAP assessments and is re-

ported through Missouriõs Annual Perfor-

mance Report.   

 

 

 

 

Students are encouraged to take personal 

pride in their academic performance on the 

achievement tests.  It is hoped that being 

part of a school district that is striving for 

excellence will be a motivator for students 

to take the test seriously and perform to 

the best of their abilities.  The scores on the 

End-of-Course Exams will be counted as 

part of the studentsõ final grades for those 

courses. 

Based on the 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010 

MAP Grade-Level and End-of-Course Exams 

scores, the Neosho R-5 School District has 

achieved the recognition of Distinction in 

Performance for the past four years.  This 

recognition reflects positively on the stu-

dents, teachers, and support staff of the 

district.  It also emphasizes that academic 

excellence in the Neosho R-5 School Dis-

trict is important to everyone in this com-

munity. 

Check out this link to see what the Bright 
Futures initiative is all about!  Be sure to watch 
the video for West Central Elementary! 
http://brightfuturesjoplin.org/  

http://brightfuturesjoplin.org/


Rec Center Update 
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Facelift, upgrade, enhancement, beautifica-

tion.  Whatever you want to call it, that is 

what is happening up at the Rec Center!  For 

a few days in April, if you drove down the 

Boulevard during the day, with your car win-

dows down, you could hear the sandblasters 

up on the top of the hill!  They blasted the 

old green color off the building, applied a 

nice coat of white primer, and ended up 

painting it Mississippi Bronze (seen below).  

Network cables have been laid, walls have 

been painted, drop cei l ing has 

been...dropped, and offices and rooms inside 

are now lit up!  Everyone involved is really 

doing an excellent job at creating a new 

home for many district departments! 

Extracurricular Activity Review 
When the end of the school year approach-

es, state competitions for Spring extracur-

ricular activities begin.  We have had quite a 

few Wildcats not only advance to state level 

competitions, but they have placed!  (Of 

course!)   

In National History Day news, I have some 

exciting information to report!  Neosho 

Middle School teacher Julie Hulley, not only 

helped lead the group to a great day of 

competition, she was also awarded herself!  

Ms. Hulley was awarded the òOutstanding 

National History Day Teacher in Missouri-

Junior Divisionó, the Patricia Behring Teach-

er of Merit Award, and a cash prize!  Now, 

the Patricia Behring Teacher of Merit 

Award makes her eligible to receive the 

national-level award of the same name.  

What an achievement!  Neosho Junior High 

School student, Chelsey Henry, ended up 

taking home the AAUW Womenõs History 

Prize and the Folk History Prize for her 

Junior Individual performance! 

Our NHS Future Farmers of America team 

went to Columbia, April 13-15 to compete 

in state.  Mr. Bill Reiboldt gave the group a 

tour of the state building, fed them lunch, 

and recognized the state winning Agronomy 

team on the capital floor.  Speaking of the 

Agronomy team, they ended up taking state 

again, for the second year in row!   

We had another NHS senior sign a national 

letter of intent this school year!  Mr. Jared 

Hill signed to play soccer for Crowder Col-

lege on April 14th.  With many of his team-

mates, friends, and family members present, 

Jared signed on the dotted line with a big 

smile on his face!  According to Teresa Jen-

nings, this was the 12th signing this year!   

This should come as no shock to anyone, 

but our incredible Wildcat Band came back 

from their state competition at MSSU with 

a rating of òOneó from all the judges!  Ac-

cording to Rick Rogers, this is the fifth year 

in a row that the band has received all ones 

at state-level competition.  A huge òthank 

youó to Mrs. Elizabeth Rogers for all her 

dedication and hard work with the Wildcat 

Band...we wish you great success in your 

next adventure.  We will miss you! 

The NHS Womenõs Choir, Menõs Choir, 

Cecilian Choir, and Choraleers groups 

competed in the State Large Choir Contest 

held at MSSU on April 21st.  All four choirs, 

led by Jacob Oakes and Melanie Soule, re-

ceived a rating of òOneó!  This is the high-

est level of achievement possible in our 

state!  òMany of the judges and festival 

workers had positive comments about how 

professional our students were and about 

our size. Of all the area schools that per-

formed, Neosho's Women's Choir was the 

largest with nearly 100 young ladies partici-

pating,ó states Mr. Oakes! 

Parents As Teachers Easter Egg Hunt 
For at least the last 15 years, the Neosho Parents As Teachers has held an Annual Easter 

Egg Hunt for the children in our community.  PAT Director Kerri Clouse, and her 

assistant Nancy Chesnut, were so excited about the event when I visited them (dropping 

off my plastic Easter eggs and non-chocolate candy for the great hunt).  òRain or shine,ó 

Kerri says!  You can tell she has a passion for the families and children that she works with 

so closely, and she just doesnõt want to miss an opportunity to visit with them and share 

experiences, such as the Easter Egg Hunt, with them.   

Although the weather on the big day of the hunt was questionable, the sun broke through 

the clouds, and warmed up the air for just enough time!  The lawn of Big Spring Park was 

dotted with pink, blue, yellow, green, purple, and orange eggs and they all sat nestled in 

the grass, waiting for PAT children to come find them!  Mrs. Clouse announced the rules 

and all the kiddos lined up, Easter baskets in hand.  The race was 

on!  The PAT group had everything organized so that all the 

children had a chance to find eggs and stick them in their 

baskets.  Everything ran smoothly and before you knew it, all the 

eggs had been claimed!  A huge òthank youó and ògreat jobó to 

the PAT Director Kerri Clouse and her incredible group for the 

care and love that was put into this event.  Hereõs to another 15 

years (and more) of this Easter tradition for the children in the 



Field Early Childhood Students Show They Care 

Human Interest Highlight: Kelly VanSickle-Kindergarten Teacher 
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An email popped up in my inbox last month 

and the subject line read, òEaster Baskets.ó  

Since my name is on a few of the school 

buildingsõ email lists, so that I can keep up-

to-date on events, I wasnõt sure if this email 

would pertain to me.  Upon reading the 

body of the email, and the attached letter, 

this one caught my attention.  In particular, 

the sentence that read, òThe Easter Bunny 

will deliver baskets first to the children on 

the pediatric cancer flooréó  Tears welled 

up in my eyes because sometimes we donõt 

realize how truly blessed we are, until 

something like this pops up in our email 

inbox.   

I was later told that Mrs. Kelly VanSickle, 

Kindergarten teacher at Central Elemen-

tary, and her family have been a part of the 

Christopher Foundation that heads up this 

project, for years.  So, I went straight to the 

source!  Here is what Kelly told me, òI met 

the Cooley family when I had Christopher 

in my kindergarten class at Field.   He had 

been diagnosed with neuroblastoma at 3, 

and had had several surgeries, treatments 

and a bone marrow transplant and was con-

sidered in remission when kindergarten 

started.  But, the cancer returned in Octo-

ber of that year.  He fought hard, but we 

lost him in February 2001, when he was 

9...Christopher's family started the Christo-

pher Foundation soon after their loss, as a 

way to reach out to children and families 

that are going through what they went 

through.ó   

The Easter Basket project is one of the 

many activities they do as a group, along 

with providing Thanksgiving Dinner to the 

families, doctors, and nurses at Childrenõs 

Mercy on Thanksgiving Day.  òWe have  

participated in the Make A Wish Founda-

tion,ó continues Kelly, òto help grant wishes 

of  local children battling cancer.  Our big-

gest goal is to be a resource to others that 

are going through this crisis with their child.  

We help by providing contacts/information 

and making resources available to families.  

We also have established a scholarship at 

Crowder for a person who has had cancer 

as a child or a family member affected by 

pediatric cancer.ó   

Kelly told me that Christopher would have 

graduated last May (2010) and some of his 

friends painted a tribute to him on Senior 

Hill.  I happened to find it and luckily there 

wasnõt too much wear on it!   

I just wanted to highlight Kelly and her con-

tinual commitment to the students in our 

school district.  You can tell she has a true 

passion for children, teaching, and the 

Christopher Foundation.   

For more information on the Christopher 

Foundation, check out their website at 

www.angelofhearts.org and find them on 

Facebook too: Christopher Foundation. 

The month of April gave every student in 

the Neosho R-5 School District the chance 

to show how much they care.  Easter bas-

kets were created for patients at Childrenõs 

Mercy, money was raised for children at St. 

Judeõs Childrenõs Hospital, and fundraisers 

were held to help fund school related activi-

ties.  The preschoolers that attend our Field 

Early Childhood Education Center may be 

the youngest in our district, but they have 

just as much heart as those that are older.   

On April 5, 2011, Field students raised 

$2329.31 in donations for St. Jude's Chil-

dren's Research Hospital through the annual 

Trike-a-Thon.  They finally found a day with 

great weather, so that the students could 

ride around on the trikes!  Ms. Connie Bry-

ant is very proud of the group of students 

she will be passing on to our elementary 

schools for next school year (as she is every 

year)!   

Another great project that took place in 

April was the Easter Basket Project for the 

Christopher Foundation.  This was a district

-wide initiative, and Field students and par-

ents joined right in!  They ended up donat-

ing enough materials to put together 25 

Easter baskets, which were delivered to 

Childrenõs Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, on 

Easter weekend.  Another awesome exam-

ple of Caring!   

The Education Funding Group Fundraisers 

were another district-wide initiative, where 

students helped raise money to fund the 

addition of electronic marquees at school 

buildings.  At Field, morning and afternoon 

students that were part of the fundraiser 

enjoyed some play time in a big, white 

stretch limo, which was parked outside 

Field!  Pizza was brought in, as opposed to 

the students riding in the limo to Mazzioõs.  

Every student shared time in the limo with 

their friends, stood for a picture with the 

vehicle, and enjoyed yummy pizza and juice 

boxes!   

http://www.angelofhearts.org


School Board Snippet 
The Neosho High School library served as the location for Aprilõs 

regular meeting of the school board of education.  Official results 

of the school board election were given and the new school board 

members were sworn in by Mrs. Tonya Patterson.  Two students 

were named òStudent of the Monthó by the board, and both sat at 

the board table and were òsymbolic of all students.ó  Eleventh 

grader, Shantel Smith attends our Southwest Alternative Education 

Center.  Her favorite subjects in school are math, science, and 

government and her favorite teacher is Ms. Lourenco.  She loves 

listening to music and hanging out with her friends and family.  Her 

favorite quote is, òTreat people how you want to be treated.ó  She 

plans on attending college and becoming a Registered Nurse.  

Our second Student of the Month was Jodie Kidd, Junior at the 

Neosho High School.  She is active in the Link Crew, A+, Solar 

Bike Club, and is enrolled in Green Technology class at Crowder 

College Vo-Tech School.  She enjoys cooking, hanging out with 

her friends, helping others and hunting.  She also plans on attend-

ing college and working towards a 

degree in architectural engineering.   

Certified Employee of the Month 

was Lee Ann Findley.  Classified 

Employee of the Month was Phyllis 

Collinsworth.  Rick Rogers of the 

Neosho Daily News was named 

Patron of the Month.  We will 

truly miss you Rick! 

ÂThe mission of the Neosho R-5 School District, is to facilitate learning, to nurture individual potential, and 
ni [mmcmn mno^_hnm ni \_fc_p_ ch nb_gm_fp_m nblioab mo]]_mm`of f_[lhcha _rj_lc_h]_m.Ã 

  
Facebook: Neosho R-5 School District 

Twitter: NeoshoR5SD 

www.neoshopublicschools.net 

Neosho R-5 School District  

Central Administration Office 

511 Neosho Boulevard 

Neosho, Missouri 64850 

Phone: 417.451.8600 

Fax: 417.451.8604 

 

For questions, comments, or story ideas, 

please contact Melissa Thomas, Public 

Relations/Communications Officer for the 

Neosho R-5 School District. 

E-mail: thomasmelissa@neosho.k12.mo.us  

April Staff of the Month 
 

Staff of the Month was the Neosho High School, including the staff of 
the Southwest Alternative Education Center!  Department of the Month 
is our wonderful Food Services Department!  Happy Birthday to all! 


